sepoys* to hold his own, as he fea?'ed, against many
thousands of * mutineers, disciplined and well-equipped^
and supported by a hostile and warlike population.

Jl/r story opens on the last day of June. Delhi was
still held by the sepoys, and the small British force
that clung to the ridge outside the city was being daily
wasted by casualties and disease. Cawnpore and
Lucknow could only hope for relief from HavelocKs
movable column^ two thousand strong. Havelock him-
self was at Allahabad, a hundred and twenty miles
from Cawnpore, but a detachment was marching up
the Grand Trunk Road ahead of him in the hope of
saving Wheeler: they did not know that his pitiful
entremhment had already fallen, and that he and his
men had been massacred on the river bank. In Oudh
large bodies of the rebels were threatening Lucknow,
where Lawrence's preparations for a siege were not
yet complete. Lawrence moved out to meet them.
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